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VICTORIAN VEGETATION IN THE MELBOURNE
BOTANIC GARDENS.

By F. Pitcher.

{Read before the Field Naturalists' Club of Victoria, llthJan., 1910.)

It is hardly to be expected that one could find anywhere within

a radius of 2^ miles of the centre of so prosperous a State capital

as Melbourne even the smallest area of land in anything like

the natural condition in which it existed seventy years earlier,

to say nothing of ever hoping to trace within such an area a mass

of vegetation anything approaching the natural condition in which

it existed prior to that time. It may, however, be remarked with

a great deal of pleasure, and to the credit of the persons concerned,

whether they have passed away or are still living, that there are

yet to be seen, within a very short distance of Melbourne, in our

Royal, Studley, Richmond and Yarra parks, numerous specimens

of Eucalyptus, Casuarina, and Acacia, now, perhaps, of very

limited species, which serve to indicate, in part, the character of

the natural vegetation which existed on the site of our city prior

to its discovery and subsequent settlement. In addition, there

yet remain to-day along the banks of the River Yarra, on which

our city is built, and its tributary creeks, within a very short

distance of the metropolis. Acacia, Bursaria, Melaleuca, and

other plants in their natural condition, which afford additional

evidence of the character of the vegetation which previously

occupied the site of Melbourne and its flourishing suburbs. '

Now, when we consider that in the small area so wisely selected

by the first Lieutenant-Governoi of Victoria, the Hon. Charles

Joseph La Trobe, in 1840 as a Botanic Gardens site, since

increased to about 100 acres, there have been going on continuous

changes and transformations of the surface conditions, such as by

the erection of a stately vice-regal residence in its vicinity ; the

providing of suitable approaches and thoroughfares to and from

the city for its population living in the adjoining southern suburbs
;

the improvements of the course and southern bank of the Yarra,

which forms one of the boundaries of the site ; and, last but not

least, the remodelling and improving of the Gardens themselves

according to the varying ideas of the different directors from time

to time during the period named, it is almost unreasonable to

think that any native vegetation would remain of that which

existed prior to the discovery of the State, yet there are still a few

trees living within our Botanic Gardens vvliich were flourishing on

the site before the advent of the first of our white population.

It is to draw attention to these, with the hope of their being

retained as long as ever possible as memorials of such original

vegetation, that they are here referred to and their condition at

this date mentioned.
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For a number of years after 1869, when the writer was first

introduced to the office and service of the late Baron von Mueller
by Mr. A. C. Neate, a faithful former official of the Gardens staff

for over 40 years, there remained in the north-eastern portion of

the grounds an island area cut off from the surrounding land by
a narrow strip of the then lagoon waters. This area was densely
covered with the SwampTea-tree, Melaleuca erici/olia, which in

many parts was surmounted with the Scrub Vine, Cassytha
melaniha. Clumps of the Sword Rush, Lepidosperma elatius, were
scattered amongst this tea-tree, and several Red Gum trees,

Eucalyptus rostrata, were striking objects in the vicinity, while
around the margins and in the adjoining lagoon-waters were
thriving luxuriantly, in their natural condition, numerous aquatic
plants, including the Native Bulrush, Typha angustijolia. Patches
of the tea-tree are still to be found growing in this locality,

and are shown in the photographs here to-night. These I had
taken some time ago with the object of retaining a remembrance
of tlie existence of this wild corner should those patches be found
to vanish by reason of further artificial alteration of the surface,

or by the requirements of exotic vegetation in their vicinity. In
the photograph reproduced as Plate v., the tea-trees will be
distinctly noticeable on account of their prominent white stems
and umbrella-like heads of foliage. One of the Eucalyptus
rostrata trees referred to still remains, and is known by photog-
raphers and others as the " Artists' Tree," as from near to

it some fine views of the lake, Gardens, and Government
House are frequently photographed and sketched. This area,

of which so few remnants now mark its existence, was for a
number of years a charming piece of natural vegetation, and
might have remained so until now but for alterations deemed
necessary by the authorities and by reason of the Yarra improve-
ments in the vicinity. In the north-west corner of the lake may
still be seen a few isolated plants of the same species of
Melaleuca which existed as part of the lagoon vegetation before
the Gardens were established.

On what is now known as Princes' Lawn, on the western side of
the Gardens, are to be seen two fine specimens of the Red Gum,
Eucalyptus rostrata. These have been silently making life in

their present position throughout the whole history of the

Gardens, and indicate their claim for consideration in connection
with the natural vegetation in existence when the site of the

Gardens was selected. These trees also serve to locate a spot in

their vicinity where over thirty years ago a small zoological

collection, principally monkeys and birds, was situated, and
which no doubt interested some of the then visitors to the

Gardens. These two trees are features of the Princes' Lawn, and
the late Director, Mr. W. R. Guilfoyle, a short time ago, very
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wisely had a quantity of English ivy, which had been planted at

their bases to improve their appearance and had grown up the

trunks, removed, as it was found that such was injuring the

specimens, to their possible early destruction. These trees are

each over 50 feet in height. One of them is much more lateral in

its branching than the other, and the radius of its shade on a bright

day averages a distance of over 40 feet from the trunk.

Another example of the original vegetation on the Gardens
site is the old gnarled and grey-stemmed specimen of the same
eucalyptus, E. rostrata, situated a little easterly from the newly
erected tea kiosk on the southern edge of the Tennyson Lawn.
This specimen, which is known as the " Separation Tree," had,

during the late Director's term of office, on many occasions

appeared to be dying, but by various treatments —sometimes by
surface soakage and other times by drainage —it has been kept

alive, and is to-day more vigorous than on many occasions during

the writer's long and respectful observation of it. It is hoped
that this specimen will be cherished and maintained as long as

possible, and be remembered as having been an old tree when,

on ist July, 185 1, there assembled at its base and under its

foliage a company of people to celebrate the separation of our

present State of Victoria from the mother State of New South
Wales.* Plate vi. is taken from a recent photograph of this tree.

The only other remaining tree which one is able definitely to

point out as having been in existence before the establishment of

the Gardens is a specimen of the Victorian Manna Gum,
Eucalyptus viminalis. It is situated on the Western Lawn, near

the Gardens office. The tree is at present almost entirely covered

with English ivy, which for many years has made it a picturesque

object, but which seems to be effectively, if but slowly,

destroying it. The area in which this tree is located Vt'as formally

included in the Domain.
In addition to these few examples mentioned one may observe

in the Domain and in one or two spots in the Gardens, growing
in a natural state, similar plants to those which originally existed,

such as Bursaria, Casuaiina, Myoporum, Leptospermum, Silver,

Black, and Golden Wattles, Kennedya prostratci, Drosera,

Burchardia, and other smaller plants and grasses. These,
however, are only such as have been self-perpetuated from those

existing previously.

In passing on now to the cultivated Victorian plants which are

to be found growing in the Gardens, some general observations

may be made. While there are so many and varied requirements

which a public botanic garden might reasonably be expected to

* A slight error crept into the recently published guide book to the Gardens,
where it is stated • the assemblage resolved on the separation, instead of met
io celebrate the same.
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RED GUM, EUCALYPTUS ROSTRATA, Schl.

("The Separation Tree," Melbourne Botanic Gardens.)
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serve or meet, one should be to furnish its visitors with examples
of the general types of the flora of the country in which such a
garden is positioned. This may seem a superfluous remark, but
from the experience one has had, both from observation and read-
ing, as well as from the remarks of visitors, the aim of the authorities

of many botanic and other public gardens seems to be to acquire as
large a collection of exotic plants as possible, to the exclusion
of the native flora of the local region or country —a striking proof
of the truth underlying the old adage, which, if varied to suit the
case, would read —

" A plant is not without honour save in its own
country." It must not be thought for a moment that I am
claiming this to be a paramount object of a botanic garden, but
visitors from different States and other countries should be
able, for various reasons, to see a fairly good representative
collection of types of a country's vegetation in the principal

botanic gardens of that country, to say nothing of the possible

value to the local residents in having such types grown in cultiva-

tion and their nomenclature displayed. It may be said, however,
with a degree of pride and congratulation, that the late Director
did not exclude suitable indigenous vegetation from the Melbourne
Botanic Gardens, for out of an approximate total of 2,000 species
which constitute the Victorian flora no less than 400 are
to be found in cultivation in the Gardens. This may at a first

thought seem to be a very small proportion, but it has to be
borne in mind that a large number of our indigenous plants, like

those of any other country, are too insignificant for cultiva-

tion, and are of no popular interest whatever, while many others

it would be either impossible or undesirable to grow and
maintain owing to the unsatisfactory reward for the labour which
it would be necessary to bestow on them in the endeavour to do
so. When it is remembered that in the case of many of the 400
distinct species represented there are numerous examples
scattered throughout the grounds, the statement that our native

vegetation has not been neglected in the endeavour to make the
institution educationally interesting, and attractive to visitors in

other directions, will be readily admitted. Hence the collection,

within an area of about 100 acres, of so large a number of plants,

brought from habitats of varying longitudes and latitudes

throughout the State, with the attendant differences in situation

of mountain heights or river or creek valleys, from diversified

soils, from dry or wet positions, from coastal or inland districts,

may be considered fairly satisfactory, especially in view of only
general attention being available for their growth and main-
tainence.

While by far the largest number of Victorian plants are to be
found in the extensive area devoted to Australian vegetation
established by the late Director several years ago, and which



168 THE VICTORIAN NATURALIST. [Vol. XXVI.

extends from the office entrance (gate F) along the western,

southern, and portion of the eastern boundary fence to the

reservoir enclosure, numerous specimens are to be seen scat-

tered throughout the whole of the grounds. The two largest

genera in the Victorian flora —Acacia and Eucalyptus —con-

taining respectively about fifty-four and forty species, are repre-

sented in the Gardens collection by no less than thirty-four

species of the former and thirty-six of the latter. In addition to

the good specimens of Eucalyptus botryoides, Mahogany Gum,
observable in and close to the Australian plantation, one very

fine example is to be found on the Hopetoun Lawn. Somegood
trees of E. hemiphloia, CommonBox, and E. rostrata, Red Gum,
are growing in the border along the Anderson-street boundary
fence, while close together on the margins of the Central and
Eastern Lawns are good examples of E. sideroxylon, Ironbark,

and E. pilularis, Great Blackbutt. Although the majority of

the species of Eucalyptus and Acacia are to be found in the

Australian border, various specimens of Acacia, such as A.

jjycnantha, A. dealbata, A. armata, A. implexa, and A. lunata,

are to be met with in different parts of the grounds, while a

number of them are to be found in the border skirting Govern-
ment House grounds, between the Avenue entrance (gate G) and
the Temple of the Winds. Of the nineteen species of Melaleuca
and Leptospermum genera, both familiarly known as " Tea-trees,"

thirteen species are growing in the Gardens ; of the Callistemon

genus, familiarly known as " Bottle-brushes," five species are in

cultivation of the six found in Victoria. In the remarkable order

Proteaceae, some good specimens of Banksia and other Victorian

genera are to be found in the grouping of that order on the Oak
Lawn. Of the interesting Grevillea genus, nine out of the twenty

native species are in the Gardens. Of the Victorian eleven

—

not cricketers, but Hakeas —eleven species are to be found ; and
of the Casuarina or " Sheoak " family, consisting of eight Vic-

torian representatives, four are observable. The only indigenous

member of the order Palmae, Livistona australis, Cabbage Palm,

is to be observed scattered about throughout the whole of the

Gardens, where the numerous specimens were planted for their

distinctive foliage effects. The largest one, over thirty feet in

height, is on the south side of the main pathway which crosses

the fern-ground.

Victorian ferns are to be found, if not in great variety yet in

large numbers, in and about the fern-gully and adjacent area.

Four of the tree-ferns —viz., Dicksonia antarctica, Woolly-

stemmed Tree-fern, Alsophila australis, Hill Tree-fern, Gyathea
medullaris, Black-stemmed Tree-fern, and C. Cun7iingha?ni,

Cunningham's Tree-fern, are there represented. Of the first two

named some hundreds of specimens of varying heights were
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selected over twenty-five years ago from Gippsland, and about
five years ago from Fernshaw, by the writer. These still aid in

making the fern-ground a most naturally picturesque and at-

tractive resort. The only two specimens of Cyathea Cunning-
hami, sometimes called the Rat-tail Tree-fern, owing to its thin

stem, are good ones, each about eight feet in height. They were
carried by a friend for several miles on a pack-horse to a Gippsland
railway station and forwarded to the Gardens about four years ago.

Other native ferns growing in the required sheltered positions in

the fern-ground represent different species of the genera Lomaria,
Aspidium, Asplenium, Polypodiura, Blechnum, Pteris, Davallia,

and Todea (Osmunda).
As a complete alphabetical list of the Victorian plants in

cultivation in the Gardens at the present date is appended, it will

not be necessary to further specialize in any way, particularly as

remarks on the growth and culture of Victorian plants in the

Gardens may form the subject of another paper on some future

occasion. In this list each plant is recorded under the scientific

name adopted by Bentham and Mueller in their *' Flora

Australiensis."

The common names have been selected, with the aid of Mr.
W. R. A. Baker, who has charge of the Gardens herbarium, from
the manuscript records used for general plant nomenclature in

the Gardens. These common names, however, must not be
considered to have the sanction of, or in any way prejudice the

work of our Plant Records Committee in the extremely difficult

task it has in hand. At the same time they may be helpful to

and worthy of consideration by the Committee.
By the use of reference letters the character of each plant is

indicated, whether it be a tree, a tall shrub, a shrub, a dwarf

plant, a climber, &c. ; but it must be distinctly understood that

these particulars are only given in the light of the condition

of the plant as in cultivation in the Gardens. There also

is given, as the result principally of my own recording, the

month of flowering of each flowering plant. This, it must also

be pointed out, may prove to be subject to slight variations

owing to differing characters of the same seasons and varying

differences of the localities in which the same plant is to be found.

It will therefore be remembered that this information, however

valuable it may be, has relation to the plants in cultivation in the

Gardens.* This list may also prove of value in encouraging

members to name other plants not included which they may deem
suitable and worthy, for specific reasons, of inclusion in the

Gardens collection, and may even stimulate some to forward such

specimens to the Gardens for culture.

* The months mentioned are those in which the principal flowering occurs,

and may not be the only period of flowering, as the preceding and following

months may find the plant in flower also.
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All has not been done, however, in regard to our native vegeta-

tion in the Gardens that perhaps might have been. It may be

possible to further develop an increasing interest in our native

flora by enlarging the area devoted to AustraHan vegetation in

the Gardens for Victorian species, and in indicating by a specially

tinted label in that plantation all such species, so that they may
be readily observed by visitors ; or by setting apart an additional

area in the vicinity or elsewhere exclusively for Victorian plants.

In order to make this paper of somewhat practical value, I

would like to suggest to my fellow-members and to readers of the

Victoi'ian Naturalist that our native plants should not be over-

looked when planting their estates or city or suburban gardens,

as I hold that for beauty of foliage or flowers (both in many
instances united), effective handsomeness of general appearance,

and capability of ready cultivation with ordinary care and atten-

tion, numbers of such plants cannot be surpassed for the purpose,

and become increasingly valuable for mingling judiciously with

other familiar and desirable exotic vegetation.

To show that a large number of Victorian plants are available

for different purposes of a general gardening character, I append
a series of selections of six species. In each case this has been

made from those which from one's experience of their cultivation

and growth in the Botanic Gardens, as well as observation of

them elsewhere, have either proved or suggested them to be the

best or good typical plants of their kinds and suitable for the

purposes specified. Every selection has been made with a view

to provide species having distinctive characteristics —this in order

to allow of one or more, or even the whole six, being planted, as

considered desirable.

The following are the lists :

—

Six Acacias. —A. acinacea, A. discolor, A. lunata, A. myrtifolia,

A. oxycedrus, and A. pycnantha.

Six Eucalypts. —E. amygdahna, E. botryoides, E. hsemastoma,

E. melliodora, E. rostrata, and E. sideroxylon.

Six Ornamental Trees. —Angophora intermedia, Banksia integri-

folia, Callitris cupressiformis, Elaeocarpus cyaneus, Exocarpus
cupressiformis, and Pittosporum undulatum.

Sio: Ornaviental Tall Shrubs. —Nephelium leiocarpum, Bursaria

spinosa, Melaleuca Preissiana, Myrsine variabilis, Tristania laurina,

and Westringia rosmariniformis.

Six Ornamental Flowering Shrubs. —Callistemon lanceolatus,

Calythrix Sullivani, Epacris longiflora, Eriostemon myoporoides,
Prostanthera lasianthos, and Thryptomene Mitchelliana.

Six Smaller Flowering Shrubs. —Bauera rubioides, Bossiaea

cinerea, Grevillea ericifolia, Hibbertia stricta, Leucopogon virgatus,

and Tetratheca ciliata.

Six Plants suitable for Undergrowths, or surface covering of the
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ground. —Kennedya prostrata, Mesembryanthemum gequilaterale,

Myoporum humile, Olearia lamulosa, Plectranthus parviflorus,

and Scsevola suaveolens.

Six Creepers or Climbiny Plants. —Aphanopetalum racemosum,
Clematis aristata or variety Denniste, C. microphylla, Eustrephus
latifolius, Hardenbergia monophylla, and Tecoma australis or

variety Latrobei.

Six Hedge Plants. —Acacia armata, Coprosma Billardieri,

Hakea acicularis, Leptospermum laevig'atum, Myoporum viscosum,

and Pittosporum undulatum.

Six Hardy Ferns for Outdoor Cidtivation (if in sheltered

positions from winds and too much sunlight). —Alsophila australis,

Aspidiurn aculeatum, Blechnum cartilagineum, Davallia dubia,

Dicksonia antarctica, and Lomaria discolor.

My object in placing this paper before you to-night has been

threefold —firstly, to draw attention to the few remaining living

monuments of the native vegetation which existed when the

Botanic Gardens site was selected, in the hope of their further

preservation as long as possible ; secondly, to give as far as

possible a complete list, with particulars, of the fairly large collec-

tion of native plants in cultivation at the Gardens at the present

date ; and, thirdly, to show what a great number of species of our

beautiful native flora can be readily grown near Melbourne, with

a view of urging lovers of plants and gardens not to overlook

the Victorian flora when selecting plants for beautifying and
decorating their home surroundings.

This paper may not have been very entertaining, but if it

helps in achieving the objects mentioned I shall feel amply
rewarded for the labour expended on its preparation.

Alphabetical List of Victorian Plants in Cultivation in the
Melbourne Botanic Gardens, December, 1909.

The initial letters appended to each plant indicate its character as in cultivation

in the Gardens :

—

A. P. Aquatic Plant.
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Acacia dealbata .

.
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Astrolonia huinifiisum .

.

Pern. Australian Cranberry
Atherospt'riiia nio.scliatiim Labill. Victorian Sassafras

Atriplex cinerea .

.

.

.

Poiret Victorian or Cirey Salt-bush

nuinmularia .. LiiuH. Old Man Salt-bush

,, vosicaria .

.

Hew. Bladder Salt-bush

Azolla rubra .. .. R.Br. Floating Pond Moss

Backhousia ni3'rtifoliE

Bajckea (Junniana

,, linifolia

Banksia ;umula .

.

,, coUina .

.

,, integrifolia

,, marginata

,, serrata .

.

P>auora rubioides.

.

* ,, „ var.

Bcycria opaoa
viscosa

I'illardiora scandons
Blcclmum cartilaginci

Bossiaea cinerea .

.

,, cordigcra

„ hetcrophylla

,, microphylla
Bursaria Pantoni.

.

,, spinosa .

.

Hk. & Hvy. Grey Myrtle
. . Schaucr Gunn's Baeckca
. . Rudgc Flax-leaved I3a;c'kea

. . R. Br. " Mintee " or " Walhun "

.. R.Br. Hill Honeysuckle
.. Linne Coast Honeysuckle, " Poniera," or

" Curritljah
'"

. . Cav. Conuiion Honeysuckle or " Walluni
Warcek "

. . Linn. f. Serrated-leave<l Honeysuckle or
" Wattung-urree "

. . Andr. Wire Scrub or River Rose of Tas.

alba — White Wire-Scrub . .

. . F.v.M. Victorian Wallaby-bush .

.

. . Miquel. Wallaby-bush or Pink-wood
. . Sniilli Cliniliiiig Ap])le Berry

an Swailz Dog's-tooth Fern .

.

. . R. Br. Australian Sun-bush
. . Benth. Heart-leaved Stui-l)usii

.. Vent. Various-leaved Sun-bush .

.

. . Smith Small-leaved Sun-bush

.. Guilf. Panton's Box-tree.

.

. . Cav. Prickly Australian Box .

.

Callistemon brachyandrus Lindl.

,, coccmeus . . F.v.M.

,, lanceolatus . . D. C.

,, linearis . . D. C.

,, salignus . . D. C.

Callitris calcarata . . R. i5r.

,, cupressiformis . . Vent.

„ robusta .

.

. . R. Br.

verrucosa . . R. Br.

*Calythrix Sullivani . . F.v.M.

,, tetragona . . Labill.

Capparis MitchcUi . . Lindl.

Cassia australis .

.

. . Sims
Cassinia aculeata.

.

. . R. Br.

., spectabilis . . R. Br.

Casuarina distyla . . Vent.

,, glauca .

.

. . Sieber

„ stricta .

.

. . Alton

,, suberosa Ot. & Diet,

Caustis ficxuosa .

.

. . R. Br.

Celastrus australis Hvy. & F.v
Clematis aristata .

.

. . R. Br.
*

,, „ var. Dennisse —
,, microphylla . . D.C.

Commersonia Frascri . . J. Gay

Short-stamened Bottle-brush

Pale-red Bottle- brush

Lance-leaved Red' Bottle- brush .

.

Narrow-leaved Bottle- brush
Willow-leaved Bottle-brush

Black Jlurray Pine
Victorian Cypress or " Brorogorre "

Murray Pine. " Marro." or " Mar-
riing"

Mallee Pine
Sullivan's Hair-cup Flower
Hair-cup Flower .

.

Mitchell's Caper Plant or " Mondo "

Soutliern Cassia

Shar])-])ointed-leaved Cassinia .

.

Showy Cassinia

Stunted She-oak
Bench Oak or " Belar"
Coast She- oak or " Worgnal "

.

.

Erect She-oak or " Wayetuck" .

.

Australian Curly-wigs

.M. Australian Staff Vine.

.

Australian Supple Jack .

.

Pink-coloured Virgin's Bower .

.

Small-leaved Virgin's Bower
Blackfellow's Hemp

s.
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Hook.
Andr.

Coprosma Billardieri

Correa alba

„ Lawrenciana

,, speciosa .

.

„ „ var. glabra —
„ ,, ,, normalis —

Crinum flaccidiim . . Herb.
Cryptandra amara . . Smith
Cyathea Cunninghami

medullaris

Hook.f. Wild Currant-bush or " Morr "
. . S. Sep

Andr. White-flowered Australian Fuchsia S. Apl, May
Great Australian Fuchsia . . S. Apl, May
Australian Fuchsia .

.

. . S. A^il-Jun
Smooth-leaved Australian Fuchsia S. May, Jun
Green-flowered Australian Fuchsia S. May, Jun
Darling River Lily .

.

. . D.P. March
Australian Heath Spray .

.

. . S.S. August
Hook.f. Cunningham's Tree Fern.

.

. . F. —
Swartz Black-stemmed Tree Fern . . F. —

Davallia dubia .

.

.

.

R. Br.

„ pyxidata .

.

Cav.

Daviesia corymbosa .

.

Smith
„ latifolia.

.

.

.

R. Br.

Dendrobium speciosum .

.

Smith
Dianella elegans .

.

.

.

Kunth
,, laevis .

.

.

.

R. Br.

,, revoluta.

.

.

.

R. Br.

,, Tasmanica .

.

Hook.f.

Dichelachne crinita .

.

Hook.f.

Dicksonia antarctica .

.

F.v.M.

Dillwynia cinerascens .

.

R. Br.

„ hispida .

.

Lindl.

Diplarrhena Moraea .

.

Labill.

Dodonsea lobulata .

.

F.v.M.

,,
triquetra .

.

Wendl.

,, viscosa .

.

Linnc

„ ,, var. spathulata

Doodia aspera .

.

.

.

R. Br.

„ caudata .

,

.

.

R. Br.

Drimys aromatica .

.

F.v.M.

Ehretia acuminata
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